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as they were. The only elastic item that can be
reduced or suspended is ceremonial expenditure ; and
according to my estimate, the minimum amount of such
expense at present is only one-fifth of the total money
expenditure (VII-8). With the rapid decline of the
income level, accompanied by a rigid level of expendi-
ture, deficiency is the result.

Deficiency may be urgent or may not be urgent.
Urgent deficiency calls for immediate measures. It is
found in such situations as food shortage, lack of capital
goods, and inability to pay rent and tax. Unless
financial aid in these cases is forthcoming there will be
disastrous consequences to the individuals concerned.
Owing to the unequal distribution of rent obligations,
deficiences of this urgent kind are confined to a part
of the villagers. There is still a small group which,
even in present circumstances, is able to save and
another group which is able to meet all the minimum
requirements of subsistence. But deficiency of a less
urgent nature, such as inability to pay for ceremonial
occasions, is more common even among the better-off
group. I have already described how the villagers have
suspended their annual meeting, delayed their mar-
riages, and reduced their ceremonial expenses.

The decline of the ability to save has caused an
increasing need for outside financial help. The in-
ternal credit system functions only as a means to cope
with the unequal distribution of wealth within the
community. It cannot meet the situation of general
insolvency. Thus external aid has become the urgent
financial problem in the village.

In the following sections, I shall describe the working
of various internal and external credit systems. But
the present material is not sufficient to define their